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August to Geneva, where Calvin received him
warmly. Knox had recently lamented the gaps in
his education, especially his slight knowledge of
Greek and Hebrew, and he set himself to the study
of these languages. After two months at Geneva,
however, he was invited to become one of the
preachers to the English Protestants in Frankfort.
The situation in that town was complicated. Most
of the people were Lutherans, but a contingent of
French Reformers had settled in Frankfort, and
they worshipped according to the Calvinist
doctrine. In July, a band of English Protestants,
who had fled from their country on the accession
of Mary Tudor, came to Frankfort. The French
Calvinists had been allotted a church In the town,
and were willing to share It with the English. The
French insisted that the new-comers should use
the Calvinist form of service, and most of the
English Protestants were agreeable.
Knox loved to preach, but he hesitated to
accept the invitation to preach in Frankfort the
" most lively word of God, according to the gift
that God hath given you." He asked the advice of
Calvin, and Calvin urged him to undertake the
work. Knox, however, was unwilling to leave
Geneva and his studies. The Frankfort Protest-
ants had written : cc We mistrust not but that you
will joyfully accept this calling." Not until
November did Knox.make up his mind to go, and
then he went anything but joyfully.